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Dear friends!

You are reading the first issue of"AMEV
Messenger", a newsletter of the European
inter-university project TEMPUS 159305-
2009 "Advanced M.Sc. Program in
Ecology for the Volga-Caspian basin." This
3-year long project was started in January
2010, and is scheduled to be completed in
December 2012.

The consortium of universities who
participate in the project consists of the
following Russian and European
universities:

Stuttgart

The UPC. BARCELONA TECH

The University of Warsaw

The University of Parma

Volgograd State Technical
University (VSTU

Saratov State Technical
University (SSTU ;

Samara State Technical
University (SamSTU, );

. . Tupolev Kazan State
Technical University ( .

The of (Germany);

(Spain);

(Poland);

(Italy);

, Russia);

, Russia)

Russia

A N
Russia)

University

Astrakhan State Technical
University (ASTU, Russia)

Universit t Stuttgarte

Universita Degli Studi
di Parma

'
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The first issue of "AMEV Messenger"
contains a brief overview of the joint work
conducted by nine universities in Europe
and Russia during the first year of the
project from January to July 2010.

With the approval of Dr. Ulli Arnold,
the Project Coordinator and a Professor at
the University of Stuttgart, representatives
from Russian universitiesHmembers of the
consortium met in Samara in January 2010.
The meeting was held under the
chairmanship of Professor Alexander
Navrotskiy (VSTU), the Project coordinator
from the Russian side, and Professor
Alexander Slepukhin (CSTU). During the
course of the meeting, the participants
identified and set objectives concerning the
Master program development for each of
the Russian universities. They also decided
on the core modules of the program.

In March and July 2010, all the project
participants took part in meetings in
Saratov and Volgograd. The first training
session for teachers from Russian
universities which was held, at the University
of Stuttgart, and an international
conference in Volgograd, dedicated to the
20th anniversary of the implementation of
the Tempus projects in Russia, were also
significant events within the project
framework. The structure of the Russian
Master program, its curriculum and
modules have been worked out. This is
what we want to discuss in our first issue.

During the development of this
project, this newsletter will be published
periodically to inform you about project
news, past and upcoming events, the
results and achievements of our joint work.

AMEV MESSENGER [January - July 2010 Edition]
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The First, oordination
Meeting in Saratov:
first acquantaince,
first decisions

On March 4, 2010, the project
coordinators from the universitiesHmembers
of the Consortium met at the First
Coordination Meeting in Saratov. The guests
from Europe were not frightened by the

severe Russian frosts,
and the organizers of
the meetingH the
project participants
from SSTUHcreated a
favorable business
environment. The
atmosphere at the
meeting was cordial
and friendly.

The meeting be-
gan with an intro-
duction. European
and Russian members
of the Consortium

introduced their universities. The participants
of the meeting also discussed regional
peculiarities of the ecological situation in the
Volga-Caspian basin and the main directions
of scientific, educational and practical
activities in the environmental field. The
meeting focused on discussing the main goals
and objectives of the project, future
development of new educational modules, as
well as on sharing responsibilities and duties
within the project framework.

Particular emphasis was made on the
necessity to disseminate the results of the
project by each Consortium member. The task
of attracting employers for interaction and
quality control work were recognized as no
less important.

Professor Alexander Navrotskiy, VSTU
Vice-Rector and a coordinator of the Russian
part of the project, introduced the participants
to the Master program, developed by the
Russian Consortium members in the course of

!"#$ %&'()*( +,,-.*)/$,-/ &-,(+$/
&-,0(##,-/ 1$%$2/-$#+,2, %)*3(-#*$($/ 4''* 5-),'6./

Presentation by Dr. Ulli Arnold, the Project Coordinator
and a Professor of the University of Stuttgart

,

AMEV MESSENGER [January - July 2010 Edition]
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the extraordinary
meeting in Samara in
January 2010. It was
not surprising that
Professor Navrotskiy's
presentation was
followed by numerous
q u e s t i o n s a n d
recommendations,
since the course prog-
ram he presented will
become the basis for
the AMEV project
implementation at the
participating Russian

universities.
The participants of the meeting also

discussed financial matters, including the
issue of the partial reduction of the project
budget by the European Commission, which
required careful adjustments to the
estimates, taking into account the need to
strictly implement all the activities planned
under AMEV, especially concerning teaching
staff mobility and the purchase of equipment.

In addition, during the meeting in
Saratov, the terms of the succeeding project
activities were confirmedH the training
session for teachers at the University of
Stuttgart and the meeting on the project in
the Volgograd State Technical University.

Starting May 10, a two week training
session was held at the Institute of Economics
at the University of Stuttgart for fifteen
Russian teachers - the developers of master
program under AMEV project. The program

Training Session
in Stuttgart:

Russian teachers studythe experience
of European partners
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B$2)$,6&.45 ( #$%*
(2*$D*,*%2$- ()',*-
D& ( ?545,* (
A2(5,* 20107$%5.
O*.%&(&'*8G2$, D'$
*7$ +,*E*2'56&A
("E(585 C$8GF$*
/$8&D*)'($ ($+,$)$(
& ,*/$4*2%56&-, (*%G +,*%)'5(8*225A &4
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Representatives of European universities : Consortium members
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C857$%5,2$)'G 4*2*%9*,. +,$-
*/'5, 5)+&,52'. P'.'75,')/$7$
.2&(*,)&'*'5 ?'*352& S+&'6.

of the session was extremely extensive and
rich with events which included classes in
various departments of the University of
Stuttgart, as well as visits to official
organizations, commercial companies, and
industrial enterprises.

The session partici-
pants received infor-
mation on govern-
ment environmental
policy during the
course of meetings
with the represen-
tatives of the Stuttgart
Mayor's office and
the deputies of the
State Parliament of
Baden-Wuerttem-
berg, and became
acquainted with the

ecological concepts of Stuttgart Trade Fair,
Stuttgart Airport, the world-famous plant of
the company "Daimler.1

In the Eastern European Center at
University of Hohenheim, a joint session with
members of another Tempus project, on
vocational training in rural development and
ecology, was held. Teachers of all five Russian
universities appreciated the high level of the
session organization and expressed their
special gratitude to Stephanie Opitz, the
project manager and a graduate student of
the University of Stuttgart.

4;/#$)*+* #(>*)/-/ 3 1$%$$2/-$(
Participants of the seminar in Stuttgart

4;/#$)*+* #(>*)/-/ . ! =()$-( - ?$(0/)* @&*$=
Seminar participants. In the middle : Stephanie Opitz

AMEV MESSENGER [January - July 2010 Edition]
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Meeting of project
participants in Volgograd:
the first results,
the new challenges

On July 7, 2010, representatives of the
universitiesHmembers of the Consortium for
the AMEV projectHmet in Volgograd to
summarize the first results of work on the
project and to make decisions on further
actions. At this time the meeting was hosted
by the Volgograd State Technical University.

Ivan Novakov, the Rector of VSTU, a
corresponding member of the Russian

Academy of Science,
told the guests of the
university about this
educational institution.
This year VSTU cele-
brates its 80th anni-
versary. Throughout
these years, numerous
contacts with foreign
partners have been
formed, some joint
academic programs
are implemented. This is

what Alexander
Navrotskiy, the Vice-
Rector of VSTU, told
about in his presen-
tation. A significant
part of the meeting
was devoted to
reports related to the
development and

content of
the Master
p r o g r a m
within the
p r o j e c t
frame. Thus,
A lexander
K u r y l e v ,

Vice-
Rector, dis

o
ASTU

-

,%$"-*)(" /0*1.)(2%$
3#%"2.* $ 4%56%6#*'":

.(),;( )(8/+9'$'; ,
5",;( 8$#$%*
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)3$,4&,$(52" 42$7$-
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!$87L;> N8*/)52%,5 O5(,$6/$7$.

R25D&'*8G25A D5)'G )$(*J52&A C"85
+$)(AJ*25 %$/85%54, )(AE522"4 ) ,5E,5-
C$'/$- & )$%*,952&*4
457&)'*,)/$- +,$7,544"
( ,54/5# +,$*/'5. ;5/,
+,$,*/'$, NL;> N8*/-
)52%, B.,"8*( ,5))/5E58
$ ).J*)'(.IJ&# ( M$))&&
2$,45'&(2$-+,5($("#
5)+*/'5# ,5E,5C$'/& &
,*58&E56&& 457&)'*,)/&#
$C,5E$(5'*8G2"# +,$-
7,544 +$ @/$8$7&&.? &# .D*'$4 ,$))&-)/$-
)'$,$2$- +$%7$'$(8*2" $)2$($+$8575I-
J&* %$/.4*2'" 457&)'*,)/$- +,$7,544" (
,54/5x AMEV,& &4*22$ &4 C"8$ +$)(AJ*-

4;/#$)*+* 3#$-(;* &(-(. A./)*(> !,'2BC4
Participants of the meeting in front of VSTU

7-,-(+$,- !,'2BC4 5'(+#/).- D/3-,=+*8
VSTU Vice-Rector Alexander Navrotskiy

E(+$,- !,'2BC4
F3/) D,3/+,3

VSTU Rector Ivan Novakov

7-,0(##,-  4''* 5-),'6. ,
1$%$2/-#+*8 %)*3(-#*$($

Dr. Ulli Arnold
University of Stuttgart
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cussed the legal and regulatory aspects of the
development and implementation of
educational Master programs in
ecology existing in Russia. With regards
to them, the Russian side developed the
basic documents of the Master program
under AMEV. Svetlana Rogacheva,
Professor at the Saratov State Technical

University, devoted her
presentation to these
documents. She dis-
cussed in detail the
structure of the program,
its modules, curriculum
and the system of credits.

In their turn, European
scientistsHDr. Boguslaw
Wilkomirski, a Professor

of the University of Warsaw, Dr. Alessio
Malcevschi, a Professor at the University of

Parma, Dr. Roma Puiggermanal,
a Professor at UPCH shared their
experience in the development and
implementation of Master
programs in ecology, as well as

p r o g r a m s
within TEMPUS
projects in their
universities.

Irina Zhu
kova, Asso
ciate Professor
of VSTU, dis
cussed work on
the pro jec t

website. The web-site is of crucial impor tance
for the dissemination of information on the
results of the project, and therefore the
participants of the meeting agreed to present
their suggestions on the content of the site by
September of the current year.

The development of joint work and
the first results, presented by representatives
of the universities, show that members of the
Consortium are not just colleagues, they are
becoming a real team.

The possibility to conduct meetings within
the framework of the mobility program for

-
-

-

-

2$ (")'.+8*2&* +,$3*))$,5 ?L;> ?(*'85-
2" M$75D*($-. ! **
+,*E*2'56&& C"85
2578A%2$ +,*%)'5(-
8*25 )',./'.,5 +,$
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teachers in universities of different countries
helps them to expand horizons and learn
about the history, culture, traditions and
customs of other nations. Organizers of the
meeting in VolgogradH tried to show
Russian and foreign guests the most
remarkable World II monuments, since
Volgagrad has become an example of the
heroism of the Soviet people and a symbol of
victory in World War II for the whole world.

Fortunately, today we fight only in the
sports fieldsHthe dates of the meeting in
Volgograd coincided with the World Cup
semifinal, where the national teams of Spain
and Germany met. The representatives of all
the universitiesHboth European and Russian
Hunanimously rooted for the teams of their
colleagues.
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